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Presidentõs Corner 
State President Tracy Dakil 
 

I recently had the chance to serve as a 

P-12 observer on an NCATE/State 

Accreditation team assessing a univer-

sity here in Oklahoma.   

 

In order to serve in this capacity, I 

completed Board of Examiners (BOE) 

training in Norman last spring.  Each 

commissioner on the Oklahoma Com-

mission for Teacher Preparation is asked to complete the 

training. It was truly an eye-opener to the process of accred-

iting colleges of education.    

 

BOE training enables you to join a team of teachers, profes-

sors and professionals that examines colleges of education 

across the state of Oklahoma.  With additional training, you 

may serve at the national level as well.   

 

Accreditation examinations are intense visits that document 

whether the colleges of education have met the accredita-

tion criteria set by NCATE and OCTP.  Examinations include  
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Saturday, February 7, 2009 
  

If you are a Professional Oklahoma Educators local leader, or if you would like to learn more about building Professional 

Oklahoma Educators in your school district, please join us for the upcoming President's Circle Meeting at the state of-

fice Saturday, February 7th!  President's Circle Meetings are great opportunities for Professional Oklahoma Educators 

members to network with other leaders and discover "what works" to grow and motivate your local chapters and 

members.  Please let us know if you plan to attend.  This event is open to members only. 

  

TIME: 10:30 a.m. LUNCH: Provided by Professional Oklahoma Educators 

  

LOCATION:  Professional Oklahoma Educators State Office, 730 Asp Avenue, Suite 212, Norman, OK 73071 

  

RSVP to the state office by calling 405-321-3175 (888-331-2763 toll-free)  

or by e-mailing MemRep@ProfessionalOklahomaEducators.org. 

Professional Oklahoma Educators 

members are invited to join staff 

lobbyists and state officers as Okla-

homa legislators and state policy 

leaders share updates and insights 

regarding education policy in the 

2009 legislative session.  The 

meeting is followed by a catered 

luncheon, providing ample time for 

questions and conversation with 

legislators.  This event is FREE and 

open to current Professional Okla-

homa Educators members only. 

mailto:Membership@ProfessionalOklahomaEducators.org


Making Sense 
Ginger Tinney, Executive Director  
 

 

Dear Members: 

The Professional Oklahoma Educators Foun-

dation is proud to promote some of the finest 

professional development opportunities for 

teachers.  We expand this list as we collect 

additional workshops and seminars that are 

proven to be effective and have received high 

ratings. 

 

As a teacher, the last thing I wanted to do was to sit through boring profes-

sional development that would not help me in any way in my classroom.    I 

didnõt want to waste time.  At Professional Oklahoma Educators, we under-

stand how precious your time is and how every minute must count!  Our 

pledge to you is to offer the most worthwhile and meaningful professional 

development available.   A list of available workshops is included on pg. 8. 

 

All good administrators know the value of great professional development 

and the lasting results it can produce for their schools and teachers.  POE 

can make it easier to secure great professional development.  Simply con-

tact the state office and let us match you with the professional development 

program and presenter that will effectively meet your needs. 

Workshop list available on page 8. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Retired Member Meeting  

February 11, 2009 

Complimentary luncheon 

Retired POE members only. 

RSVP to the POE state office. 

See this page for details. 

 

Presidentõs Circle Meeting 

February 7, 2009 

POE members only. 

RSVP to the POE state office. 

See cover for details. 

 

Day at the Capitol  

Wednesday, February 18th 

Oklahoma State Capitol, Blue Room 

10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

POE members only 

FREE EVENT Å LUNCH PROVIDED 

Hear from POE lobbyists and Oklahoma 

state representatives and senators re-

garding important education issues that 

will be addressed during the legislative 

session.  Interact with lobbyists and legis-

lators during a complimentary luncheon 

following the meeting. MUST RSVP. 

See page 5 for details. 

 

Merit Awards Banquet  

Friday, April 17 

Petroleum Club, OKC 

SAVE THE DATE!  

More details coming soon!  
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COMPLIMENTARY RPOE LUNCHEON 

Discuss the future of Retired Professional 

Oklahoma Educators (RPOE) over lunch 

with POE Executive Director Ginger Tinney 

and Director of Retired Member Services 

Wayne Maxwell. 

 

Date: February 11, 2009 
 

Time: 11:30 a.m. 
 

Place: Italianoõs Pasta & Pizza 

4801 N. Lincoln Blvd., OKC 

 

This event is open to RPOE members only.  Please RSVP to the 

Professional Oklahoma Educators state office: 

Toll-free: 888.331.2763  E-Mail: Info@ProfessionalOklahomaEducators.org 

Director of Retired 

Member Services, 

Wayne Maxwell. 
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document verification, observation and interviews.  Participating in an accreditation assessment is a great way to 

understand the process of preparing teachers for the field. 

 

I recommend that all of you who are interested in this type of work attend the NCATE training in February in 

OKC.  NCATE will pay for your sub while you complete the training, which lasts about two days, and staff devel-

opment points will be awarded. 

 

P-12 observers are needed for these visits, and Professional Oklahoma Educators should be represented on ac-

creditation teams.  POE members who participate as P-12 observers can be ambassadors for our growing organi-

zation, representing the commitment to professionalism and Oklahoma values that characterizes our more than 

4,000 members.   

 

POE is fortunate to serve many dedicated Oklahoma educators who want to see new teachers well-prepared for 

the field, ensuring that Oklahoma students receive the best possible education.  I thank you for your commitment 

to excellence in education, and encourage you to become certified to participate in the accreditation process.  We 

can make a positive difference in Oklahoma education! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tracy Dakil, State President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It wonõt be long before the State 

Capitol is  buzzing with activity. 

The 2009 legislative session will 

kick off on Monday, February 

2
nd

 , when Governor Brad 

Henry will deliver his annual 

state of the state address. Once 

again, POE has a carefully crafted, 

aggressive legislative agenda that 

we look forward to keeping you updated on. 

 

Last week, POE was privileged once again to provide in-

depth training on the school funding formula to educa 

Doug Miller  

Chief Lobbyist 

 

tion leaders and the class of newly elected legislators. 

The funding formula is very complex and it is critical that 

new legislators begin to grasp the basics of how com-

mon schools are funded and some of the intricacies of 

how schools in their districts receive state aid.  James 

White, who is the new Assistant State Superintendent 

for Financial Services, delivered the training and did a 

fantastic job. 

 James White (right), Assistant State Superintendent 

of Financial Services for the State Department of 

Education, and his associate, Renee McWaters, pre-

sented the complex School Funding Formula at the 

January 15th School Finance Training sponsored by 

Professional Oklahoma Educators. 

See more pictures from the event on page 6. 


